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I—THE DESCENT OF THE MANOR

The early history of Medbourne is singularly complicated. 
Not only does it involve two separate estates, representing the 
property which at Domesday was held by the Crown and by the 
lords of Belvoir respectively ; but one of these was split up at 
a later date by a partition between four co-heiresses which makes 
its history difficult to unravel. This partition is of more than 
local importance, as it concerned a very large mass of property 
in various parts of England, but concentrated in the Midlands, 
which had been acquired by a celebrated minister of state in the 
reigns of Henry III and Edward I. The attempt which is made here 
to trace the descent of the various shares has therefore the prac 
tical effect of clearing up the history of a large number of manors 
in Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, and other counties, which 
were subject to the same partition. For the later history of 
Medbourne, Nichols' account may be consulted ; but the general 
untrustworthiness and casual nature of his work upon the earlier 
period, of which a conspicuous example will be found noted 
below, make the work of revision, aided by a large number of 
documents which he never consulted, as necessary here as 
elsewhere.

The following pedigree shows the descent of the family of 
Roos of Belvoir, the chief lords of the manor of Medbourne, from 
Robejt de Todeni, the holder at the time of the Domesday Survey 
of 1086. The first four generations are copied from MSS. at 
Belvoir castle printed by the Historical Manuscripts Commission, 
vol. iv, p. 106.
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There are two entries which refer to Medbourne in the 
Domesday survey. Two carucates of land and 6i acres of meadow 
in Medbourne are included among the king's land as a member 
of the royal manor of Great Bowden. 1 The manor of Robert de 
Todeni in " Metorne " was assessed at four carucates of land, 
on which there were eight ploughs T.R.E. In 1086 there were 
three ploughs and three serfs in demesne, and thirteen villeins with 
six bordars and four ploughs. Two carucates of land in Blaston, 
where fifteen sokemen had three ploughs, were appurtenant to this 
manor. There were twenty acres of meadow, and woodland three 
furlongs in length and two in breadth. The value of the manor 
had risen from 30s. T.R.E. to £4. 2

In the reign of John, the tenant of the Todeni manor was 
Amfrid de Medburn, whose wife Avice brought with her a claim 
to the inheritance of ten virgates of land in Mowsley from her 
father John. This property was the subject of a suit brought in 
1203 by Hugh Pirramur and Ydonea his wife, who pleaded 
previous seisin. At Michaelmas 1204 the right of Amfrid and 
Avice was upheld ; but in 1206 Ydonea, then a widow, re^opened 
the case, claiming the land as the right heir of her father Ralph 
and her brother John, whose daughter and heir Avice was said to 
be. Ydonea's plea rested upon the supposed illegitimacy of Avice. 
The suit was adjourned sine die, and apparently Amfrid and 
Avice remained in possession. 3

Amfrid was a benefactor of Croxton abbey, in which he 
seems to have ended his days. The register of Croxton, quoted 
by Nichols, states that Amfrid gave to the convent, with his body, 
six acres of arable land and half an acre of meadow in the mill 
holme of Holt, for a yearly rent of 12d. payable to his heirs in 
equal instalments at the Annunciation and Nativity of St. Mary, 
and two white gloves at the feast of St. James. He also gave 
them in frankalmoin all the land, with tofts and appurtenances, 
which Odoard de Camvill and William son of Nicholas held of 
him in Medbourne : this land the heirs of the son of William, 
son of Nicholas of Medbourne, held of the abbey for a yearly 
rent of 9s. 4

ir.C.H. Lciccs. I, 308.
2/bid. I, 321.
3Curia Regis roll 32, rn. 9; 33, m. 2d.; 43 A, m. 8d.
"Nichols, II, 711.
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The names of'Maud and Cicely of Medbourne appear upon 
the Pipe roll of 5 John (1203-4), and in 1228-9 Cicely of Med 
bourne made good her claim to land unspecified in a plea brought 
against her by William Cook and Eva his wife and William de 
Broc and his wife Avice. 1

In 1235-6 the Todeni manor was in the hands of William de 
Chawrez [i.e., Chaworth], whose fee in Medbourne was assessed, 
among the fees of William de Aubeney, at two marks for the aid 
granted to the king for his sister's marriage to the emperor 
Frederick II. 2 William of Medbourne at the same time held a 
fee apparently of the honour of Peverell, which seems to have 
been in Husbands Bosworth. 3 William presumably was the 
William son of Nicholas mentioned in the register of Croxton. 
In 1244 he paid 4s. for each of two fines by which one Martin and 
Mabel his wife and Richard de Perer and Prudence his wife con 
veyed to him two acres of land in Medbourne. 4 On 25 February 
1266-7, one William of Medbourne had letters of pardon, at the 
instance of Prince Edward, for the murder of Peter Achard and 
consequent outlawry. 5 About the same time Robert of Med 
bourne appears as defendant in a plea of forcible seizure of goods 
at Overton (probably in Rutland),6 and in 1272 Ralph of Med 
bourne, his sons Robert and Adam, and Adam of Medbourne 
were defendants in a plea of assault at Carl ton Curlieu. 7 It is 
impossible to identify or connect these persons. We know, how 
ever, that William of Medbourne, probably the William of 1244, 
had a son Robert, whose widow Beatrice in 1279 demanded 
against Thomas de Chaworth as her dower a third part of 4 
messuages, nine virgates of land, 30 acres of meadow and three 
acres of wood in Medbourne and a third part of 30 acres of land 
in Blaston.8

From this it would appear that the Medbournes held their 
property in Medbourne of the Chaworths, who were tenants under 
the lords of Belvoir, the chief lords of the manor. Thomas de

iCuria Regis roll 101, m. 12.
ZBook of Fees I, 518.
s/bid. I, 524, 520. In 1243 there are records of a plea relating to customs 

and services exacted by William Medbourne from the abbot of 
Snlby for the free tenement which the abbot held of William Trussel 
in Boresworth (Curia Regis roll 126, m. 15 d. ; 130, m. 6.)

"Feet of Fines, Leices., Hilary, 28 Hen. III.
5CaZ. Pat. Rolls 1266-72, p. 41. 'Ibid. 206, m. 11 d.

Regis roll 184, m. 15. 8De Banco roll 31, m. 52.
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Chaworth 1 had a grant of free warren in his demesne lands in 
Medbourne and Tugby, 13 Sept., 1257. 2 The Nevills also 
appear as proprietors in Medbourne in 1260, when Tiphaine, the 
widow of Hugh de Nevill, demanded against Alice, who was the 
wife of Robert of Holt, a third part of a messuage, six acres and 
a rood of land in Medbourne, and against Godfrey de Greyvill 
a messuage in Slawston as dower ; s and in 1275 Isabel, who was 
the wife of John Haliok, brought a plea of half an acre of meadow 
against Hugh de Nevill of Slawston and of three acres and three 
roods of land and half an acre of meadow against Amice, who was 
the wife of Adam le Clerk of Holt.*

Special interest, however, is attached to the two carucates 
which in 1086 were appurtenant to the royal manor of Bowden, 
and to which, as will be shown more fully later, the advowson 
of the church of Medbourne appertained. This property, which 
had been held of the king by William le Feugers and Roger 
Corgit in succession, was given by Henry III, 3 Nov., 1224, to 
William L/estrange during pleasure, for his better support in the 
king's service. 5 A virgate of land, presumably part of this 
estate, which fell into Lestrange's hands by way of escheat, was 
demised by him to a certain Robert, son of William, to cultivate 
and sow : this was confirmed by an order from the Crown to the 
sheriff of Leicester, 28 July, 1228. 6 In 1262 it was found by 
inquisition that 47s. 9d. rent in Medbourne were the king's 
escheat of the lands of the Normans ; and this rent, arising from 
two carucates of land, which used to be rendered at the exchequer 
by the sheriff, was given on 8 July in that year to William le 
Chaundeler, king's serjeant, for his good service, at a yearly rent 
of 6d. 7 A few years later, however, this grantee conveyed the 
47s. 9d. rent with the advowson of the church of Medbourne and 
all other appurtenances to John de Kirkby, king's clerk. This was 
before 26 March, 1272, when letters patent were issued with 
special reference to the advowson, mention of which had been 
omitted from the king's charter confirming the transaction. The 
yearly rent of 6d. was also dropped, and a twentieth part of a 
knight's fee substituted for all service. 8

il.e. de Cadurcis = of Cahors. sClose Rolls.
zCal. Charter Rolls I, 472. *Close Rolls.
3Curia Regis roll 169, m. 39. ">Cal. Charter Rolls II, 45.
<De Banco roll 11, m. 85. <>Cal. Pat. Rolls 1266-1272, p. 639.
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John de Kirkby, who derived his name from Kirkby-on- 
Wreak, known later as Kirkby Bellars, was one of the great ad 
ministrative officers whose talent is such a remarkable feature of 
the reign of Edward I. His career as a clerk in chancery began 
about 1261, the year in which his first presentation to a benefice 
occurs. 1 It is significant of his importance that, on 12 Sept., 
1265, he succeeded John Mansel in the deanery of Wimborne 
Minster, 2one of the sinecures habitually reserved for prominent 
officials; while shortly afterwards, on 11 Oct., he was presented 
by the abbot and convent of Croyland to the valuable rectory of 
Gedney, co. Lincoln. 3 In 1269 he was keeper of the rolls of 
chancery. 4 At the death of Henry III, on 15 November, 1272, 
it was Kirkby who delivered the great seal, under his own seal 
and that of Peter of Winchester, the keeper of the wardrobe, to 
the archbishop of York and the council. 5 When the chancellor 
Burnell left court in 1276, he gave the seal to Kirkby, who 
delivered it into the wardrobe on 14 February. 6 He was keeper 
of the seal during the king's absence in 1279, and delivered it to 
Burnell on 19 June in that year. 7 Meanwhile, he had acquired 
the rich living of Kirkham in Lancashire, and in 1278 was arch 
deacon of Coventry. 8 In the chancery and wardrobe he had 
acquired a command of public business which gives him a right 
to consideration as the most important minister of the Crown 
after Burnell himself. On 6 January, 1283-4, he was appointed 
treasurer of the exchequer, 9 an office which he held till his death, 
and in the exercise of which he was responsible for the famous 
inquisition into feudal tenures which bears his name. In 1286 
he was elected bishop of Ely, 10 and consecrated on 22 Sept. He 
died on 26 March, 1290 ; n and on 6 April the prior and convent 
had licence to elect his successor. 12

The rent from the two carucates in Medbourne was given by

l Pat. Rolls 1258-1266, p. 142. $lbid. 1266-72, p. 715. 
p. 453. *Ibid. 1272-81, p. 136. 
p. 462. ilbid. p. 316. 

I/bid. 1266-1272, p. 475.
&Ibid p 254. He was presented to Kirkham on 22 Aug., 1277 (Ibid.

'p. 277).
9Ibid. 1281-92, p. 109. 
iQRestoration of temporalities, 7 Sept., 1286 (Cal. Pat. Rolls 1281-92,

p. 251). 
iiStubbs. Reg. Sac. Angl. ™Cal. Pat. Rolls 1281-92, p. 349.
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John de Kirkby to his mother Amice, as was returned by inquest 
in 1276. 1 It appears from a plea which he brought against John 
de Burnebu in 1279 for the recovery of common pasture in 
Holt that his father's name was Alan, son of Walter, who was in 
possession of a free tenement in Holt on the day of his death. 2 
His mother Amice appears to have married a second husband 
called Gorham. The inquisition taken at Rockingham bridge 
after the death of Amice de Gorham, on Thursday, 31 August, 
1279, states that she held 47s. 9d. rent with the advowson of the 
church of Medbourne, held in chief by the service of one 
twentieth of a knight's fee, two virgates of land, held of sir 
Thomas de Chaworth by the rent of a pound of cummin yearly, 
a messuage and three bovates of land, held of sir John de Burnebu 
"by a yearly rent of 20d., and eight acres of land, held of John 
Gerin by a yearly rent of 3d., all in Medbourne. Sir John de 
Kirkeby was her next heir and of full age. 3

A few years after Kirkby acquired his tenancy in chief in 
Medbourne, he became sub-tenant of the other manor. At 
Trinity 1281 he sued Thomas de Chaworth in a plea of covenant 
concerning a messuage and nine virgates of land in Medbourne, 
Blaston and Rudde,4 which were conveyed to him by fine at 
Michaelmas in the same year. 5 At Trinity 1286 Milisent de 
Montalt, sister and one of the heirs of George de Cantilupe, 
acknowledged that she had granted and confirmed by charter to 
John de Kirkby, her half knight's fee in Holt, Drayton, Prest- 
grave, Barlaston and Newton, which Alice, Margery and Sarra, 
daughters of John de Burnebu, formerly held of her, to hold to 
him and his heirs of her and her heirs without intermediary, 
making two appearances yearly, at Easter and Michaelmas, at her 
court at Bulwick, co. Northampton, and by a yearly rent of a 
pair of gilt spurs at Easter. 6

The inquisition taken after John de Kirkby's death, on 13 
April, 1290, returned a large amount of property scattered over 
many counties. His holdings in Leicestershire included the 
three manors of Kirkby, Medbourne and Holt. The manor of 
Medbourne is described as a capital messuage and 7| virgates of

!Hundred Rolls. 4De Banco roll 41, m. 15 d.
2De Banco roll 29, m. 22 d. 5Feet of Fines, Leices.
3Inq. p.m. II, p. 182. 6De Banco roll 63, m. 29.
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land in demesne, held of sir Thomas Chaworth for a red sparrow- 
hawk and a pound of cummin, with ten shillings for the scutage 
when it happens and twopence at Easter to Richard de Perers 
and his parceners, 1 and ten shillings to the church of Medbourne 
for a bovate of land ; and 47s. 9d. of rent of the free tenants, and 
the advowson of the church, held of the king in chief for a twen 
tieth part of a knight's fee. Of the manor of Holt two virgates 
were held of the fee of John de Burneby, one virgate of the heir 
of Robert of Bringhurst for a pound of cummin yearly and three 
pence for castle-guard of Rockingham, a virgate and a half of sir 
Hugh Nevyle of Blaston, service unknown, and half a virgate of 
the fee of John de Burneby, service unknown : a rent of tenpence 
yearly was also due to Walter of Prestgrave. 2

The heir of John de Kirkby was his brother William, said 
in 1290 to be aged thirty or more. Less than two years after his 
brother's death, we find William engaged in litigation with Hugh 
Nevill over the impounding of Hugh's cattle at Blaston. William 
claimed the superior lordship of the manor of Blaston by right 
•of inheritance, stating that John de Kirkby had been enfeoffed of 
it by John Nevill, and that Hugh was his tenant. The claim was 
very doubtful : John Nevill's heir was a minor, and an agreement 
was arrived at by which, until the heir came of age, Hugh should 
be free of distraints. 3 This touches the history of an adjacent 
manor, which, like that of Holt, is closely connected with Med 
bourne ; and the ramifications of the house of Nevill are beyond 
our present purpose. It may be noted, however, that there is no 
mention of Blaston in the inquisition taken after the death of 
John de Kirkby, and, although William at his death was found 
to hold a messuage, 16 virgates of land, a mark of yearly rent and 
a windmill in Blaston, he did not hold the manor, which was held 
by Ralph de Nevyle by the service of half a knight's fee.

As we have seen, John de Kirkby in 1281 had been enfeoffed 
by Thomas Chaworth in the second manor in Medbourne, viz., 
the messuage and nine virgates of land in Medbourne, Blaston and 
Rudde conveyed to him by fine at Michaelmas in that year. In 
the inquisition of 1290 this appears as a capital messuage and 1\

iSee g. 5 above. 3De Banco roll 92, m. 59 d.
2/nq. p.m., I, p. 475.
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virgates of land, held by the service of the fourth part of a knight's 
fee. At Trinity 1294, in an assize utruni- summoned between 
William of Kirkby and the rector of Medbourne, regarding ten 
shillings rent from a messuage and bovate of land in Medbourne, 
William called Thomas Chaworth to warrant on the ground that 
on 12 Nov., 1281, a fine had been levied between his brother and 
the said Thomas, of a messuage, nine virgates and 44 acres of 
land in Medbourne, Blaston and Rudde. Thomas acknowledged 
a messuage and seven virgates to be the right of John de Kirkby 
and his heirs by the service of a fourth part of a knight's fee. 
The jury decided the rent in question was free alms belonging 
to the church of Medbourne, and not a lay fee : the court 
awarded seisin to the rector, but compensated William with an 
order upon the land of Thomas Chaworth. 1

The inquisition taken at Leicester after William's death 
bears date 17 Sept., 1302. His large possessions included manors 
and lands in nine counties. He held in Medbourne 47s. 2fd. 
yearly rent and 6s. 8d. in pleas, etc., of the king in chief by 
service of a twentieth part of a knight's fee, a manor of Thomas 
Chaworth by service of a fourth part of a knight's fee, and 26 
acres of land in demesne in a place called " le Rudde " of the fee 
of Ralph de Nevile, service unspecified. He also held the ad- 
vowson of the church of Medbourne. His holding in Blaston has 
already been mentioned. In addition to these, he held the manors 
of Holt and Kirkby, and land in Bradley, Bringhurst, Drayton, 
Prestgrave, Billesdon, Goadby, Hallaton and Rolleston. He was 
survived by his wife Christina, who appears to have been possessed 
by inheritance of lands in Stoke Mandeville, co. Bucks., and 
Higham, co. Kent. He left no children, however, and his heirs 
were his four sisters, Margaret the wife of Walter de Osevile, 
aged 50, Alice the wife of Peter Prilly, aged 48, Maud the widow 
of Gilbert de Houby, aged 46, and Mabel the widow of William 
Grymbaud, aged 44. 2

Partition of the inheritance between these four heirs was 
made on 28 Oct., 1302. Yearly rent from eight free tenants in 
Medbourne, amounting to 57s. 2fd. was divided as follows : (1) 
the Oseviles, 20s., viz., 10s. from William de Waleden and 10s.

iDe Banco roll 105, m. 7. 2 Inq. p.m., IV, 54.

U
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from Ralph Tvmnok ; (2) the Prillys, 9s. 5fd., viz., 6fd. from 
Henry atte Brok, 8s. 3d, from William son of Stephen, and 8d. 
from Alexander Tunnok ; (3) Maud Houby, 18s. 6d. from William 
son of John ; (4) Mabel Grymbaud, 9s. 3d., viz., 2s. 6d. from John 
de Halioc, and 6s. 9d. from John son of Robert. The pleas and 
perquisites of court were divided in four equal shares of 20d. each. 
Maud Houby, who succeeded to the manor of Kirkby, had certain 
tenements in Medbourne extended at £9 16s., viz., the second 
manor, acquired by John Kirkby in 1281. The Oseviles, with a 
fourth part of the capital messuage and its garden at Holt, 
apparently had the usufruct of the house and chamber above the 
gatehouse, with reservation of free entry and exit through the 
gateway to the other co-heirs. 1

The complications which follow this partition are very con 
siderable, and it will be best to take the facts relating to the 
inheritance of each co-heir in the following order : — .

(1) Walter and Margaret de Osevill appear to have mortgaged 
their property in Holt, Bringhurst, Prestgrave and Drayton to 
Nicholas de Osevill by fine levied at Trinity 1304 ; 2 and at Hilary 
1307-8 they were defendants, with Maud Houby, in a plea of £60 
brought by their sister-in-law Christina, the widow of William de 
Kirkby. 3 Walter was still living at Trinity 1314, when he and 
his wife were sued for impounding cattle in the manor of Holt, 4 
but apparently died about Michaelmas in the same year. 5 
Margaret died on 26 April, 1324, according to the inquisition 
taken at Hallaton on 12 March, 1337-8. She was then returned 
as holding in Medbourne six acres of land and an acre of meadow 
and pasture which were of Henry de Creton, 6 20s. yearly rent 
payable by two free tenants, and a fourth part of the perquisites of 
court with view of frankpledge, held of the king in chief by petty

Fine Rolls I, 460.
2Feet of Fines, Leices.
3De Banco roll 169, m. 21 d.
"Ibid. 206, m. 207 d.
sibid. 207, m. 77.
6A fine was levied at Michaelmas 1305 between Henry de Creton, plaintiff, 

and Walter Russel of Medbourne and Hawyse his wife, defendants, 
of a messuage and land in Medbourne (Feet of Fines, L,eices.), and 
at Trinity 1308 Henry de Creton brought a plea of covenant against 
Richard, son of Stephen of Medbourne, concerning 7 messuages, 
119 acres of land, 16 of meadow, and 20s. 8d. rent in Medbourne 
(De Banco roll 171, m. 143 d.)
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serjeanty, viz., by service of rendering the head of a barbed 
arrow to the king, whenever he came to Rockingham castle to 
hunt in the forest. 1

Her next heir was Hugh Dosevill, her son, aged 60 on 
Christmas day 1336. Walter de Osevile apparently had another 
son, Robert, who called Hugh to warrant him a moiety of the 
manor of Stokehalling, 2 which Robert, son of William Grumbaud 
demanded as his right, at Michaelmas 1325. 3 At Easter 1329 
Henry de Osevile called Hugh to warrant him the manor of Mun 
den Furnival, 4 co. Herts., against Henry, son of John de Grey. 5 
The relationship here is quite uncertain : it may be noted that the 
inquisition post mortem of John Dosevill, 26 Nov., 1335, states 
that he died seised of two-thirds of the manor of Great Munden, 
leaving William his son, a child 140 days old, his heir. 6 Hugh 
appears at Easter 1341, with the other co-heirs of William de 
Kirkby, in a plea relating to a free tenement in Rolleston. 7 He 
died about 12 March, 1348-9, during the great pestilence, seised 
of 10s. rent in Medbourne, held of the king in chief by service of 
the fourth part of an eighteenth part of a knight's fee. His heir 
was his kinswoman Cecily, daughter of John Dosevill, aged 24 
and more at Christmas 1353, and married to Guy de Boys of co. 
Hertford without issue. 8 From this time there is a gap in the 
descent of the Osevile share in the inheritance. It passed, how 
ever, to one Robert Straunge, who died on 29 August, 1390, and 
whose inquisition was taken at Hallaton on 3 Nov. following. He 
held 6s. yearly rent in Medbourne of the king in chief by knight 
service, and the fourth part of a view of frankpledge with petty 
courts every three weeks, worth 12d. 9 His heir was unknown, and 
apparently none was found ; for, in 1447, when it is evident that 
some question arose about the division of the heritage of Kirkby, 
an inquisition taken at Market Harborough on 6 Nov. repeated 
the return of 1390 and declared that, after Straunge's death, the 
manor was taken into the king's hands, and the view and court 
were granted by Henry IV, by letters patent of 7 April, 1406, to

*Inq. p.m.. VIII, 55. & Inq. p.m., VII, 450. 
2Co. Bucks. ?De Banco roll 326, m. 198 
3De Banco roll 258, m. 200. *Inq. p.m., \, 144. 
4I.e. Great Munden. 9Inq. p.m. 
5De Banco roll 277, m. 42 d.



THE MANOR AND ADVOWSON OF MEDBOURNE IOJ

Thomas Chaworth, knight, who still held them. Straunge's 
heirs were said to be his kinsfolk Anne, wife of Thomas Porter, 
esq., and John Bellers, esq., the representatives of the Frilly and 
Houby shares respectively, both 40 years old and more. 1 
Straunge's descent is not given, and Margaret de Osevile is sum 
marily called his mother, which for legal purposes was all that 
was necessary. Thus the Osevile share was merged in those of 
the second and third branches of the family.

(2) We may now turn to the purparty of Alice, the second 
sister of William de Kirkby, rh. his inheritance. She was married 
to Peter Prilly. At Michaelmas 1314, she and her husband were 
associated in a plea with Hugh Prilly against Hugh Bernak of 
Dray ton and Maud his wife, who had taken and detained cattle 
belonging to Hugh Prilly. 2 This Hugh was presumably their son : 
he, Margery his wife, and Margery his sister appear in a plea 
brought at Easter 1315-6 by Felice, widow of William Prilly, 
against John of Medbourne, relating to property in the parishes 
of St. Andrew's, Holborn, St. Giles in the Fields and St. Pancras, 
which was probably part of the Kirkby estates. 3 Hugh is also 
mentioned in 1317 as one of the executors of William de Kirkby,* 
and at Hilary 1318-9 his name takes the place of that of his mother 
among the co-heirs in a suit about land at Cranford, co. Nor- 
thants. 5 He and Margery his wife acquired a messuage, land and 
rent in Holt, Blaston, Great Easton and Prestgrave by fine from 
his cousin Robert Grymbaud, which were claimed in 1320 by John 
de Houby and Emma Grymbaud. 6

Alice Frilly's last appearance occurs at Easter 1315 in con 
nection with the Bedfordshire portion of her brother's inheritance. 7 
She had survived her two younger sisters, Maud and Mabel, but 
was survived by Margaret, the eldest. Her husband Peter out 
lived her. Their son, Hugh Prilly, died some time in 1322, (the 
same year as his father), leaving a son Peter. The inquisition 
after the death of Peter, husband of Alice, taken 15 Dec., 1322, 
states that his grandson Peter, son of Hugh, aged four and more, 
was his next heir. The elder Peter died seised of 8s. lid. yearly

ilnq. p.m. file 125. 5Ibid. 226, m. 183 d. 
2De Banco roll 207, m. 77. eibid. 235, m. 68 d. 
3Ibid. 214, m. 175 d. Hbid. 209, m. 191. 
«Ibid. 219, m. 8.
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rent from free tenants and of the perquisites, etc., of a fourth part 
of the court of Medbourne, with view of frankpledge, held by the 
courtesy of England of the inheritance of Alice, sometime his 
wife, of the king in chief by service of the fourth part of a 
twentieth of a knight's fee : the said free tenants rendered six 
pence scutage to the king when it happened. 1

Peter, son of Hugh Prilly, takes his place among the repre 
sentatives of the four Kirkby sisters in a plea concerning service 
due from a free tenement in Rolleston at Easter 1341. 2 At 
Michaelmas 1343 he brought a suit against Nicholas Gerard, 
chaplain, for taking his goods and chattels to the value of 100s. 
from Holt. 3 He died in the year of the pestilence, 28 June, 1349, 
a day or two after Walter de Houby, his first cousin once re 
moved. The inquisition, taken at Medbourne on 22 Nov. 
following, returned that he died seised of 8s. rent and the fourth 
part of a view of frankpledge in Medbourne, held of the king in 
chief by service of the eighth part of a thirtieth of a knight's fee. 
Hugh Prilly his son, aged four years and more on 1 August, 1349, 
was his heir. 4

This infant survived his father only eight years, dying on 
1 August, 1357. No inquisition was taken till 22 Sep., 1366, when 
Hugh's brother William had come of age. Then it was said that 
Walter de White had occupied and taken the issues of the property 
from 28 Jan., 23 Edw. Ill (1348-9) to 28 Nov., 33 Edw. Ill (1359), 
when he made over his estate to Henry Mulso of Geddington. 5 
As Hugh's father did not die till June 1349, the first of these dates 
is evidently a mistake for 24 Edw. Ill (1349-50), or the day of the 
month is wrong and should be earlier than 25 Jan., the first day of 
the new regnal year. The property in Medbourne is given as 
9s. 5fd. rent payable by three free tenants, with view of frank- 

pledge and perquisites of court, value 12d., held of the king in 
chief by service of the eightieth part of a knight's fee. 6

p.m., VI, 241. 
2De Banco roll 326, m. 198. 
sibid. 336, m. 106. 
4/ng. p.m., IX, 163. 
5The Prillys held the manor and advowson of Little Oakley, co. Northants.,

near Geddington. Numerous presentations by the Crown to the
church of Little Oakley, upon the Patent rolls, belong to the long
minorities of the members of the family. 

«Inq. p.m., file 191.
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William Prilly is said to have been in his twentieth year on 
1 Feb., 1364-5, when an inquisition was taken after the death of 
his maternal grandfather, Guy de Mancetter, chivaler, whose 
third daughter and co-heir Lucy had married Peter Prilly. 1 At 
the inquisition on 22 Sept., 1366, he was said to be 22 years and 
more. At any rate, he had come of age between the two dates. 
Nichols, who noted both these inquisitions, made no attempt to 
investigate their details, and disclosed an utter want of critical 
power in stating that Hugh Prilly died in 1367, in which two 
errors are involved, in referring the inquisition of 1364-5 to the 
death of William Prilly instead of Guy de Mancetter, and in con 
fusing the manor of Mancetter, co. Warwick, held of the countess 
of Pembroke as of the manor of Barwell, with William Frilly's 
purparty of the manor of Medbourne, which he says was held of 
the countess of Pembroke. Careless and inattentive reading could 
go no further. As a matter of fact, the Mancetter inquisition, 
following the death of Guy de Mancetter on 12 Aug., 1364, is a 
certificate by the escheator of an escheat taken by his predecessor, 
because William Prilly, son of Lucy, daughter of Guy, was under 
age, holding a third part of a manor of the king in chief in 
Medbourne, by service of the ninth part of a fee.

The statement here as regards the tenure in Medbourne is not 
accurate, and there is possibly some confusion of fractions between 
Medbourne and the manor of Mancetter, which was divided be 
tween the representatives of Guy's three daughters, Margaret, 
Juliana de Brokenhole, and Lucy Prilly. There is a similar con 
fusion in an order of 18 June, 1374, to cause William Prilly, after 
proof of age on 6 Oct. previously, to have seisin of a third part of 
the manor of Mancetter, which, it is said, was taken into the 
king's hand by the death of Peter Prilly, and by reason of the 
nonage of Hugh, his son and heir, who died under age, and of the 
said William, brother and heir of Hugh. 2 As regards the Prillys 
this is correct; but it is obvious that the reason of the escheat of 
Medbourne has taken the place of that of Mancetter.

William Prilly died on 12 July, 1375, leaving a son and heir, 
Henry Prilly, then a minor, who died on 26 Oct., 1377. These 
facts appear from an inquisition taken long after, on 30 Oct.,

ilbid. file 185. 2Cal. Close Rolls 1374-1377, p. 35.
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1447, when it was stated that the fourth part of a twentieth of a 
knight's fee in Medbourne came into the king's hand by reason 
of William's death and of the nonage of his son. In 1447 it was 
said to be still in the king's hand, the next heir being Anne, wife 
of Thomas Porter, esq., who was kinswoman to Henry Prilly, 
being the daughter of his brother Peter. 1

This, however, is a very summary statement; for the descent 
between 1377 and 1447 is clearly indicated by a series of 
inquisitions. Peter Prilly came into his brother Henry's in 
heritance. He filled the office of escheator in co. Leicester, and 
died on 2 June, 1414, seised of 8s. rent in Medbourne, held of the 
king in chief by service of the twentieth part (sic) of a knight's 
fee. His son and heir, Thomas Purly,2 was 21 years of age at 
the inquisition on 16 Jan., 1415-6, but the rent was still in the 
hands of Thomas Chaworth, chivaler, who had taken it by the 
king's grant on Peter's death. 3

The inquisition of Thomas Pyrley, who died on 4 August, 
1420, was taken at Hallaton on 2 Nov. following. He was seised 
of 8s. rent in Medbourne and the fourth part of a view of frank- 
pledge and petty courts held every three weeks and worth nothing 
yearly beyond the steward's expenses, held of the king in chief 
by the fourth part of the twentieth of a knight's fee. Edmund 
Pyrley, his son (sic) and next heir, was eight years old and more.* 
Thus for the seventh time—for Peter Prilly, father of Thomas, 
must have been a child in 1377—the heir was a minor. In this 
case Thomas' widow Anne, after taking an oath not to marry 
again without the king's licence, had livery of her dower, which 
apparently included, in addition to a third part of the property in 
Medbourne, the manor of Mancetter, of which, with the presen 
tation to the church every third turn, she and her husband had 
been conjointly enfeoffed by William Weldon and Thoma's 
Dalby. 5

Edmund, though said in the foregoing inquisition to be the 
son of Thomas, was actually his brother, and must have been

ilnq. p.m., file 125. Cf. the date of this with that of the inquisition con 
cerning the Osevile inheritance, 6 Nov., 1447. Thomas Porter, 
husband of Anne, was escheator at this time.

2I.e. Prilly. *Inq. p.m.
3Inq. p.m. sciose roll 270, m. 6
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born not long befofe their father's death in 1414. He was 
evidently still under age at his death on 23 July, 1426. At Hal- 
laton on 21 Nov. following it was returned that the rent, view 
of frankpledge and petty courts in Medbourne had come into the 
king's hand on Thomas Purly's death by reason of the minority 
of Edmund his brother and heir, and a third part had been 
assigned as dower to Anne, the widow of Thomas, with reversion 
to Anne, the wife of John Waver. The tenure is stated as by 
service of half a knight's fee. The said Anne, wife of John 
Waver, aged 30 years and more, was sister and next heir of 
Edmund. 1

It is this Anne, married a second time to Thomas Porter, to 
whom the inquisition of 30 Oct, 1447, already mentioned, refers. 
With this failure of a male heir, the direct line of Prilly ends, and 
we obtain the following pedigree : —

Peter Prilly = Alice de Kirkby.
aet. 48 in 1302. 

died 1322.
died c. 1315.

Hugh = Margery, 

died 1322.

Peter = Lucy, daughter of Guy de Mancetter. 
born c. 1318.

died 28 June, 1349.

Hugh. William = Matilda, 
born c. 1344-6. aged 10 in 1357.

died 1 Aug. 1357. died 12 July, 
1375.

Henry, 
a minor.

died 26 Oct. 1377.

Peter =

died 2 June, 
1414.

Thomas 
born 1395.

= Anne. Edmund, 
born c. 1412.

Anne.
born c. 1396 (?) 

m. (i) John Waver. 
(2) Thomas Porter.died s.p. died s.p. 

4 Aug. 1420. 23 July, 1426.
. p.m. Anne is elsewhere stated to have been aged 40 years and 

more in 1447.
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It should be noted that a pedigree given in a suit of 1426, 
while following the main descent with accuracy and omitting 
minors who died without issue, introduces an extra link, by in 
serting after William Prilly (died 1375) a certain Peter as son and 
heir, from whom the right descended to another Peter as son and 
heir, and so to Thomas (died 1420). 1It is clear, however, that 
Peter, the father of Thomas, Edmund and Anne, died in 1414 ; 
and, as Henry Prilly, William's elder son and heir, died a minor 
in 1377, there is hardly room for the two generations required. 
The statement in the plea may be dismissed as a slip, whether of 
the attorney or of the clerk who recorded the suit.

Of the descent from Anne Porter, through the offspring of 
her first marriage with John Wavere, no further details need be 
given here, and we may pass to the share of the third sister.

(3) We have seen Maud Houby coupled with the Oseviles in 
a plea of debt brought by the widow of William de Kirkby early 
in 1308. At Trinity in the same year a fine was levied by which 
Maud granted to John de Houby and Alice his sister the manor 
of Medbourne and 9 virgates and 80 acres of land, 29 acres of 
meadow and 30s. rent in Medbourne, Blaston and Rudde, which 
Christina, the widow of William de Kirkby, held as dower of the 
said Maud's inheritance with reversion to Maud and her heirs. 
This property was now settled upon John, the younger son of 
Maud, with successive remainder to Alice and her heirs and to 
the right heirs of John. 2 It appears that she disinherited, as far 
as she legally could, her elder son Walter in favour of John, to 
whom she transferred her property in Kirkby-on-Wreak and in 
Olapthorn, co. Northants. 3 The inquisition, taken 14 Dec., 1311, 
returned that she died seised of 18s. 6d. yearly rent with suit of 
court from free tenants in Medbourne, held of the king in chief 
by the fourth part of a twentieth part of a knight's fee. Walter 
cle Houby, her son, aged 40 and more, was her next heir. 4

From this it is evident that, while Maud had alienated her 
sole right in the manor which was held by the Chaworths, and by

!De Banco roll 661, m. 333. 
2Feet of Fines, Leices.
3De Banco roll 170, m. 109 d.; 180 m. 198 d.; 182, m. 48 d. 

P.m.. V, 183.
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them of the fee of Belvoir, she was unable to change the in 
heritance of her fourth part of the manor which was held in chief. 
At Michaelmas 1314, John Houby impleaded the dowager 
Christina of waste in the houses, lands, gardens, etc., which she 
held in dower of Maud's inheritance, 1 and at Trinity 1316 he 
recovered his right of presentation to the church of Kirkby-on- 
Wreak, which he had obtained from his mother, against John de 
Segrave the elder and Roger Beler in two several suits. 2 John 
Houby was defendant in a plea of 100 marks brought by Thomas 
Chaworth the younger at Michaelmas 1320, 3 which probably 
marks the end of his tenure in Medbourne.

Walter Houby, with one William Houby, were called at 
Trinity 1314 to answer Richard, son of John of Medbourne, in a 
plea of impounding cattle. 4 From a fine levied at Hilary 1322-3, 
concerning tenements in Shoby, Rotherby, Bringhurst, Dray ton, 
Prestgrave and Hoby, we learn that Walter's wife was named 
Alice. The premises were granted by John, son of Hugh de 
Bernak, to Walter and Alice and their issue, with successive 
remainders to Anketin son of Walter and his issue, John brother of 
Anketin, and the right heirs of Walter. 5 It seems from this that 
Anketin and John were sons of Walter by a former marriage. 
Walter is called " chivaler " in a plea of 1328, relating to a 
messuage and lands in Drayton. 6 In 1338 his son John was con 
cerned in the abduction of goods and chattels of Thomas 
Chaworth the elder at Holt. 7 Walter himself died on 26 June, 
1349, seised in Medbourne of ten shillings rent held in chief by 
the service of an eighth of a twentieth part of a knight's fee. 
His next heir was his kinsman John, son of Robert de Fretheby, 
aged 12 years and more at Midsummer 1349. 8

This inquisition, taken at Houby on 13 Jan., 1349-50, was fol 
lowed by another on 12 April, 1352, in which the date of his death 
is given as 26 June, 1349, and his service in Medbourne is rightly

iDe Banco roll 207, m. 83 d. 
2Ibid. 215, mm. 65, 60. 
3Ibid. 236, m. 340 d. 
"Ibid. 206, m. 5 d.
5De Banco roll 244, m. 143; Feet of Fines, Mixed counties. 
^Assize roll 1393 b. 
'De Banco roll 315, m. 149. 

q. P.m., IX, 365.
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stated as the fourth part of a twentieth. It is added that the 
lands and tenements in Hoby acquired by Walter of John Bernak, 
as previously mentioned, were granted to him for his life, with 
remainder to Agnes, daughter of his son Gilbert and the heirs of 
her body. Agnes survived her grandfather, but died in the pesti 
lence on 23 Sept., 1349, three months afterwards, having mean 
while given the premises in fee to Alice and Katherine, widows 
of Roger Beler and Henry de Notyngham (of Thrussington) 
respectively. Agnes had married Robert de Fritheby, and her 
son John, aged 15 at Midsummer 1351, and married before his 
mother's death, was her heir and also kinsman and heir of the 
said Walter. 1 Walter, who was forty years old and more in 1311, 
was therefore at least 78 at his death in 1349. It seems clear, 
whoever Anketin and John, mentioned in the fine of 1322-3, may 
have been—and Walter, as we have seen, had a son called John— 
that Gilbert Hoby was the son of Walter and Alice, and his 
inheritance in Hoby descended to his daughter Agnes and 
her heirs.

John de Fritheby died in October 1361, seised of the manor 
of Hoby, which descended to his brother and heir Edmund, aged 
23 in 1362. 2 Edmund Fretheby, who died in 1375, was seised of 
a fourth part of a twentieth part of a knight's fee in Medbourne, 
held of the king in chief. John de Fretheby was his son and heir, 
who died without issue, his inheritance descending to his sisters 
and co-heirs Maud and Elisabeth. 3

This descent, however, is complicated by another account. A 
certain Anthony Howeby died on 29 Sept., 1422, and an 
inquisition, taken at Medbourne on 12 Nov. following, returned 
that he died seised of the fourth part of a twentieth of a fee in 
Medbourne, worth 13s., held in chief, and of the advowson of the 
church of Hoby, extended at ten marks yearly, held of John 
Burdet, esq., as of his manor of Thrussington, service unknown. 
Elisabeth, wife of Thomas Segrave, was his daughter and heir, 
aged 30 years and more." She died on 18 Aug., 1427, being then 
a widow, seised of 13s. 2d. rent from divers lands and tenements

1/1117. p.m., X, 31. 3ibid. file 80. 
2/ng. p.m., file 170. "Ibid. 1422.
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in Medbourne, and part of a view of frankpledge in Medbourne 
worth nothing beyond the steward's fee, held by the fourth part 
of a twentieth part of a knight's fee. John Sellers, her son (by her 
first husband, John Bellers, who died before 1421), was her next 
heir, aged 23 years and more. 1

This Elisabeth, in a suit at Easter 1426, concerning the ad 
vowson of the church of Hoby, gave her descent as follows. The 
manor and advowson of Hoby, she said, were granted by John de 
Kirkby to Gilbert, son of Anketin de Houby, and Maud his wife, 
sister of the said John, and their lawful heirs, for the yearly rent 
of a silver penny at Michaelmas, with reversion in default of issue 
to the said John and his heirs. From Gilbert and Maud the right 
descended to Walter as son and heir ; from Walter to Anthony as 
son and heir ; from Anthony to Alice as daughter and heir ;. from 
Alice to Anthony as son and heir; and from Anthony to Elisabeth 
as daughter and heir.2

We have thus two conflicting pedigrees.

ilbid. 1427.
2De Banco roll 661, m. 833.
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At the death of John Bellers of Eyekettleby on 27 Jan., 
1475-6, his inheritance passed to his sisters, and one of these, 
Ellen, carried her brother's third part of the manor of Medbourne 
— one of the four shares having been merged in two of the three 
others after the failure of Osevile heirs — to her husband William 
Roskyn, a member of a family which had land in Melton Mow- 
bray. They had a son Jasper Roskyn or Ruskyn, who died on 
7 April, 1486. At the inquisition taken on 4 July, 1489, he was 
said to be seised of a third part of the manor, worth 26s. 8d., held 
of the king in chief by service of the twentieth part of a knight's 
fee, His heirs were four daughters, Anne, Katherine, Margaret 
and Elisabeth, aged respectively over 17, 13, 5 and 3. 1 His wife 
Katherine, as stated at an inquisition held on 6 Nov., 1505, held 
as dower the third part of this third part, worth 7s. 4d., held in 
chief by service of the third part of a twentieth of a knight's fee. 
She married a second husband, Thomas Fulnetby, and died on 
13 April, 1505 2

Her death was preceded on 20 June, 1501, by that of her 
youngest daughter Elisabeth, whose inquisition, held also on 6 
Nov., 1505, found that she died seised of the fourth part of two 
parts of a third part of the manor of Medbourne, worth 3s. 9d. 
and held in chief by the corresponding fraction of a twentieth of a 
knight's fee. This fraction, of course, is due to the reservation 
of a third of the sisters' inheritance as their mother's dower. Her 
heirs were her sisters Anne, aged 33 and more in 1505, the wife 
of John Leeke, and Margaret, aged 22 and more, the wife of 
Richard L,acy. 3

The second sister Katherine, as was found by inquisition on 
the same day, had died to the world fourteen years earlier. On 
her father's death in 1489 she had passed into the wardship of 
Henry Wyot, who transferred his right to her mother and Thomas 
Fulnetby. At the age of 15, on 12 July, 1491, she had entered 
the abbey of Polesworth, where Margaret Roskyn, probably an 
aunt, was abbess, 4 and had made her profession there. Her share 
in the manor of Medbourne, described in the same terms as that

ijnq. p.m. 
aibid.

.
^Margaret Ruskyn was abbess of Polesworth 1466-1501 (Cal. Pat. Rolls 

1461-1467, p. 524; 1494-1509, p. 246).
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of Elizabeth, was thus in 1505 the heritage of Anne Leeke and 
Margaret Lacy. 1

With the Roskyn sisters we may close our survey of the 
descent of the Houby interest, which, increased by the addition 
of the Osevile share from a fourth to a third, and subsequently 
subdivided among the Roskyns, now consisted of two portions. 
Of Anne Leeke we have no inquisition. Margaret, however, died 
on 11 Nov., 1529, leaving two sons. Of these, Jasper died on 9 
Feb., 1529-30, aet. 24. His father died on 26 April following, and 
Seth Lacy, brother and heir of Jasper, aet. 22 in 1530, 
succeeded. 2 From him this share passed in 1542-3 to Thomas 
Nevill of Holt.

(4) The fourth and youngest sister of William de Kirkby was 
Mabel, widow of William Grymbaud. The interest of this share 
attaches largely to the advowson of the church, which, though 
nominally divided between the four co-heirs, was actually 
exercised by the holders of this purparty. It soon passed from 
the Grymbauds into other hands. Mabel died before 20 Jan., 
1311-12, when it was found by inquisition that she was seised of 
9s. 3d. rent in Medbourae, held of the king in chief by service of 
the fourth part of a twentieth of a knight's fee. Robert Grym 
baud, her son, aged 30 and more, was her next heir. 3 This Robert, 
in 1314 and 1315, was plaintiff in a suit against Hugh Grymbaud 
and Emma his sister, touching the dilapidation of property in 
Holt, Bringhurst and Dray ton demised to them in life tenancy 
by Mabel Grymbaud, in which he lost his case. 4 In 1315 he called 
the other co-heirs of Kirkby to warrant him in regard to property 
in Eaton Socon, Chawston and Wyboston, co. Bedford. 5 But, 
"before this date, he had parted with 9s. 3d. rent and the advowson 
of the church of Medbourne to Henry le Scrope and his heirs, who 
thus acquired a quarter of the Kirkby inheritance. 6

The new tenant, famous as a judge and government official, 
was the founder of the historic line of Scrope of Bolton in Wens-

J Inq. p.m.
2Inq. p.m. of Margaret Lacy. 
3/nq. p.m.. V. 182.
«De Banco roll 206, m. 86 d.; 209, m. 201 d. 

. 209, m. 191. 
Pat. Rolls, 1313-17, p. 97 (confirmation of e;rant, 24 March, 1313-14).
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leydale, and his connection with Leicestershire was purely that 
of a land-owner whose chief estate in the county was the manor 
of Great Bowden. He died in Sept., 1336 : the inquisition, taken 
on 29 Sept., mentions the 9s. 3d. rent in Medbourne and the 
advowson of the church, which were said to be held of the king in 
chief by service of 2d. yearly, payable at the exchequer by the 
hands of the sheriff. 1 His son William, who died on 17 Nov., 
1344, aged about 24, was similarly seised of an acre of land, 9s. 
rent and the advowson. 2 An assignment of dower, made on 2 
Feb, 1345-6, to his widow Cecily, gave her a third of 9s. 2d. 
rent from two free tenants, viz., 3s. Ojd. Magota, widow of Robert 
Watteson, and Isabel Halyok, a third of an acre, viz., a selion of 
land lying in Mershdale field near the land of Robert de Med- 
burn, and extending to the stream called " le E.," 3 and the third 
part of a quarter of a view of frankpledge yearly. 4 Cecily, who 
married John de Clopton as her second husband, is supposed, but 
without certainty to have been a Ros. It is also doubtful whether 
the mother of William le Scrope was a Ros or a Fitzwalter. If either 
or both belonged to the house of Ros, there was thus a relationship 
between the Scropes and the overlords of the manor in Medbourne 
held by the Chaworths of the fee of Belvoir.

Richard le Scrope, the brother and heir of William, aged 17 
and more on Easter day 1344, was the well-known soldier and 
statesman who, summoned to parliament in 1370-1 as lord Scrope 
of Bolton, became chancellor of England in 1378, and survived 
the troubles of the reign of Richard II, which brought disaster 
to his brother-in-law the earl of Suffolk, and to his eldest son 
William, earl of Wiltshire. He died on 30 May, 1403, and was 
survived only some six months by his son Roger, second lord 
Scrope of Bolton, who died on 3 Dec., 1403. His inquisition was 
taken at Melton Mowbray before Peter Frilly, then escheator, on 
1 July following, and returned the 9s. 3d. rent and the advowson, 
held by the service already mentioned. 5

Richard, third lord, the son of Roger, appears to have been 
born on 31 May 1394. He died on 21 Oct., 1420. Full details of 
his property in Medbourne are given in the inquisition taken at

llnq. p.m., VIII, 17. *Inq. p.m., VIII, 452. 
2/bid. VIII, 399. 5Inq. p.m., file 43. 
'I.e. the Eye brook.
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Hallaton on 29 Oct. It consisted of two separate parcels, viz., 
(1) 7 acres and a rood of land, held of the king as of ancient 
demesne of the crown by service of the fourth part of a twentieth 
of a knight's fee ; and (2) 200 acres of land, held of the king by 
fealty and a rent of 2d. yearly. The first parcel produced 3s. 2d. 
rent from the following tenants, holding by fealty : Thomas Clerk 
(1 acre, rent 6d.), John Warner (1 acre, 1 rood, rent 6d.), Walter 
Godeson (half an acre, rent Id.), Richard Mydowe (1 acre, rent 
6d.), John Clerk (l£ acres, rent 7d.), John Warner and Richard 
Hemyngton (1 acre, rent 6d.), Henry Humberston (1 acre, rent 
6d) The tenants of the second parcel, holding by fealty and by 
rents amounting to 10s. were: Thomas Chaworth, chivaler, 
Thomas Medowe, Robert Marston, Robert Hemyngton, William 
Shepherd, John Smyth, Thomas Robnet, Robert Skynnere, 
William Whirter, chaplain, John Taillour of Bringhurst, Robert 
Waldon, Walter Chapman, Richard Ramyddes, John Patrik, 
Thomas Bovele, Henry Bere, Elena Spencer, Robert Couper and 
John Herneby. The heir was an infant, Henry le Scrope, aged 
3 years and more. 1

Henry, fourth lord of Scrope of Bolton, who died 14 Jan., 
1458-9, leased his fourth part of the manor or lordship of Med 
bourne, with the advowson of the church and of the priory or 
hermitage of Bradley, for a term of years by charter of 6 March, 
1455-6, to Thomas Palmer of Holt, to hold by rent of a red rose 
at Midsummer. This appears from the inquisition taken at 
Leicester on 14 April, 1459, when John le Scrope, esq., Henry's 
son and heir, was aged 21. 2 This John, fifth lord, died on 17 
August, 1498, seised of 10s. 6d. rent in Medbourne, with the 
advowsons of Medbourne and Bradley priory, held of the king in 
chief by service of the fourth part of a twentieth of a knight's 
fee. 3 The last inquisition after the death of a member of this 
family that need be noted is that of John, eighth lord, who died 
on 22 June, 1549, seised of the advowson of the church of Med 
bourne, nine acres of land and 9s. lOd. rent, held of the king in 
chief by service of the tenth part of a knieht's fee." The male 
line of the family ceased in 1630 at the death of Emanuel, earl 
of Sunderlancl and eleventh lord Scrope of Bolton.

llnq. p.m. file 56. 3 Inq. p.m., 14 Hen. VII, (10 Oct.) 
2Inq. p.m., 37 Hen. VI, no. 31. "Inq. p.m., 4 Edw. VI.



THE MANOR AND ADVOWSON OF MEDBOURNE I 1 7

Having now teaced the descent of the heritage of Kirkby and 
the various partitions of the Crown manor in Medbourne which 
represents the dependency of the manor of Great Bowden men 
tioned in Domesday, we return to the manor held by the 
Chaworths of the lords of Belvoir. As we have seen, the family 
which was known by the name of Medbourne were sub-tenants 
here under the Chaworths at the time when John de Kirkby's 
connection with Medbourne begins, and their interest in Med 
bourne can be traced much later. At the same time, their actual 
descent and ramifications cannot be followed with any exactness, 
depending as they do upon merely casual notices. We have 
seen also that in 1281 John de Kirkby obtained the property in 
Medbourne which, at his brother's death in 1302, is described 
as a manor held of Thomas de Chaworth by service of a fourth 
part of a knight's fee. In the partition of William de Kirkby's 
estate, certain tenements in Medbourne extended at £9 16s. 
passed to his sister Maud de Houby. Maud conveyed the manor 
of Medbourne to her younger son John, with remainder to his 
sister Alice and her heirs, in 1308. There is, however, no 
further trace of the Houby descent in this manor, and it is 
probable that John de Houby ceased to exercise his rights in it 
about 1320, if not before.

In 1312 a dispute arose between the chief lord of the fee, 
William, second lord Ros of Helmsley, whose father Robert 
had married Isabel de Albini, the heiress of Belvoir, and Thomas 
de Chaworth, relative to the services due to him from Chaworth 
in Medbourne. Geoffrey of Denton, a servant of William de 
Ros, made distraint upon Chaworth's cattle ; but Chaworth's 
men, Richard le Serjeant of Medbourne, Hugh le Rodde, Walter 
le Keu, Robert the parson's servant of Medbourne, and Robert 
le Warde of Medbourne, rescued them by force and arms. 1 In 
the Nomina Villarum Thomas de Chaworth is returned as lord 
of Medbourne, i.e., of the Belvoir manor, in 1316. 2 At 
Michaelmas 1317, a plea of a messuage in Medbourne, brought by 
Adam Bernard and Eleanor his wife against Thomas, son of 
William de Chaworth, was enrolled. 3 A settlement of the manor 
occurs at Hilary 1318-19, when John de Medburn and Maud his

iDe Banco roll 190, m. 5; 193, m. 8. 'De Banco roll 220, m. 255. 
^Feudal Aids V, 185.
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wife granted by fine the manor of Medbourne to Thomas de Cha- 
worth and Alice his wife and their issue, to hold of the chief lords 
of the fee, with remainder in default of issue to Robert the son 
of Thomas and to the right heirs of Thomas for ever. 1 Why, in 
view of the recent history of this property, the entail was made 
by grant of John de Medburn is not very clear : the effect, at 
any rate, was a surrender of any claim which the Medbournes had 
in the manor. 2 It appears, however, that Thomas Chaworth had 
a son Robert by a previous marriage ; while the Christian name 
of his second wife suggests the possibility that she was Alice de 
Houby, the sister of John, on whom and her issue the manor of 
Medbourne had been entailed, in default of issue to her brother, 
in 1308. This settlement, assuming that John de Houby either 
had no heirs or resigned his estate in Medbourne, would thus 
account for the disappearance of him and his sister from further 
records of the manor. As has been already noted, John de Houby 
was in debt to Thomas de Chaworth the younger in 1320.

In the Lay Subsidy roll of 1327 the assessments of Med 
bourne are as follows : Thomas de Chaworth, 15s. 8d. ; John de 
Medbourne, 14s. ; Alexander de Brok, 10s.; Mabel atte Medue, 
4s. 10d.; Alexander Chapman, 4s.; Ralph de Preston, 3s. 6d.; 
Alexander Odard, 3s. 4d.; Richard Corveyser, Agnes Martyn, 5 
and Walter Pirly,4 3s. each; Robert Ade, Walter de Hemyngton, 
William le Spenser and John de Tilton, 2s. 6d. each ; Ralph 
Carpenter, Thomas de Crassale, Agnes de London5 and Robert 
de Waldeyn, 2s. each ; William le Carecter, Robert Chapman and

ipeet of Fines, Leices., 12 Edw. II.
2In Lincoln Reg. v there is an indulgence, dated 21 July, 1335, to all 

praying for the souls of Richard de Medburn, Emma his wife, and 
John and Alice de Medburn, all buried in St. Giles' church, Med 
bourne. This may refer to burials in the large south transeptal 
chapel, the completion of which was possibly furthered by offerings 
in consequence of this indulgence.

^Nicholas Martyn, chaplain, is one of three chaplains, plaintiffs in a fine 
of a messuage, land and meadow in Medbourne, levied at Trinity, 
1363.

^Apparently one of the Prilly family. He was assessed at 4s. in 1332. 
There was a William Prylly at Medbourne in 1414 (De Banco roll 
613, m. 284.)

SBy fine levied at Trinity 1311, Hugh Aleyn of Medbourne, acknowledging 
the right of Robert de London and Agnes his wife in a messuage, 
30 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow and half a virgate of pasture 
in Medbourne, received a grant of the premises for life, for a rent of 
a rose yearly, with reversion to Robert and Allies and their heirs 
for ever. Agnes was assessed at 4s. in 1332.
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John le Parker, I8d. each. One or two of these names appear 
again in the roll for 1332, when sir Thomas de Chaworth was 
assessed at 10s. The largest assessments in 1332, next to this, 
are: Elin relict of Robert, 9s. 4d.; Alexander Bernak, 8s.; Hugh 
Lewis, 5s. 4d.; and Robert de Medbourne 5s. At Easter 1334, 
Hugh, son of John de Tylton, brought several pleas of £40 each 
against Thomas de Chaworth of Medbourne, knight, Thomas son 
of Thomas de Chaworth, Hugh Lewys of Medbourne and Robert 
son of Walter de Aston of Medbourne. 1

If Robert, the son of Thomas de Chaworth, named in the 
settlement of 1318-19, was his natural heir, he probably died soon 
after ; for Thomas de Chaworth the younger begins to appear in 
1320 and was obviously his heir. Thomas Chaworth the elder 
occurs in several pleas of land, etc., between 1337 and 1353. 2 In 
1346 he was assessed, on the aid for knighting the Black Prince, 
at 10s. for a quarter of a knight's fee in Medbourne, parcel of 
the fee of Ros ; and, in the inquisition taken at Bottesford, 11 
March, 1342-3, after the death of William, third lord Ros, 
Thomas de Chaworth, knight, the elder, is returned as holding a 
knight's fee in Medbourne and Slawston. 3 A commission of 
oyer and terminer was issued on 17 April, 1354, on the complaint 
of William le Scrope, rector of Medbourne, that Thomas de Cha 
worth the elder, chivaler, with many others, assaulted him at 
Medbourne and chased him to the rectory house, where they 
beseiged him until, to save his life, he surrendered. They drove 
away his horses, oxen and cows to the value of £10, assaulted 
his servants and imprisoned them until he had paid a fine. 4 It 
seems probable that there were three Chaworths in succession 
of the name of Thomas ; for Thomas the younger of 1320 may 
very well have become the Thomas the elder of 1334 and 1337, 
who did not die until 5 December, 1370.

The inquisition taken at Hallaton on 4 Jan., 1370-1, shows 
that his son Thomas had died before him, and had left a son 
William, now aged 18, who was his grandfather's heir. The 
deceased held no lands in chief in Leicestershire, but, conjointly

iDe Banco roll 298, m. 126 d.
2At Michaelmas 1337 (Feet of Fines, Leices., 11 Edw. Ill) ; Trinity 1338

(De Banco roll 315, m. 149) ; Hilary 1352-3 (ibid. 372, m. 125 d.) ;
Cal Close Rolls 1349-54, p. 614. 

3Inq p.m.. VIII, 330. «Ca/. Pat. Rolls 1354-1358, pp. 65, 66.
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with Joan his wife, 1 who survived him, held for the term of their 
lives the manor of Medbourne of Thomas de Roos, lord of the 
castle of Belvoir [fifth lord Ros of Helmsley], by knight service 
of one knight's fee and castle guard, with remainder for life to 
Margaret, widow of Thomas de Chaworth, knight, the younger, 
now the wife of William de Spayne, and with reversion to the 
right heirs of Thomas. The manor was worth £20 yearly. 2 In 
spite of this settlement one John Chamberleyn and others, on 
behalf of the minor William, were said to have entered upon the 
manor to his use. This, however, and the consequent assize of 
novel disseisin brought in 1372 by William de Spayne of Boston 
and Margaret his wife against William and his overlord, Thomas, 
lord Ros, were probably the legal expedients for securing 
Margaret's life interest in the property, specified as a free tene 
ment in Medbourne, Slawston, Welham and Holt, consisting of 
the manor of Medbourne and a messuage, 8 tofts, 2 carucates of 
land, 40 acres of meadow, 14 acres of pasture, 10s. rent and rents 
of a pound of cummin and half a pound of pepper.

The record of this assize states the method by which the 
settlement was made by Thomas the elder. The premises were 
conveyed to William de Wakebrigge, two chaplains and a clerk, 
their heirs and assigns for ever, who regranted them for two 
years to Thomas, and subsequently to Thomas and Joan his wife 
for their lives, with remainder to Margaret, the widow of Thomas 
the younger, and with reversion as above. Joan was in seisin 
after the death of Thomas the elder, but died shortly afterwards, 
when William de Spayne and Margaret entered into seisin, and 
the alleged disseisin took place. 3 Damages of £10 were claimed, 
and a plea to that amount was entered by William de Spayne 
against Geoffrey de Skeftyngton at Trinity 1372. 4 These 
elaborate proceedings were concluded by William de Chaworth's 
quit-claim to his mother and her husband on 12 May 1374, when 
he had come of age : this was made out to them, their heirs and 
assigns, without mention of the life interest ; but it is obvious

l ln 1352-3 Thomas and Joan, she being executrix of the will of Richard 
de la Pole, citizen of T^ondon, brought a plea of 24 marks against 
Robert, son and heir of Mnnd de Holand. (De Banco roll 372, m. 
125 d.)

2Inq. p.m. file 215. "De Banco roll 447, m. 161.
^Assize roll 1480, m. 21.
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that the heritage was secured after their death to William and his 
heirs. 1 William de Spaygne of Medbourne is a witness to a quit 
claim of the manor of Holt by William Lovet, dated 20 Oct., 
1375. 2

William de Chaworth, knight, died before Trinity 1399, 
when his widow Alice, his son Thomas, and John de Leek, 
chivaler, are mentioned as executors of his will. 3 At Hilary 
1401-2 Thomas Chaworth, chivaler, John Leeke, knight, and John 
Newbold are named as executors of Alice the widow."

Apart from a few pleas of land between free tenants of the 
manor, which have no bearing upon its descent, the next items 
which relate to it are a plea of covenant between Thomas Cha 
worth, knight, and Elisabeth, widow of John, fourth lord Scrope 
of Masham, Thomas, son and heir of the said John, and William 
Scrope, clerk, in 1457, in which Thomas Chaworth had licence to 
pay fine of 26s. 8d., and the record of the subsequent fine. 5 This 
of course has nothing to do with the branch of Scrope which had 
succeeded to part of the Kirkby inheritance in Medbourne, al 
though a daughter of the lady mentioned, also called Elisabeth, 
was the wife of Henry, fourth lord Scrope of Bolton. The Elisa 
beth named here was a daughter of sir Thomas Chaworth, and 
it would seem that the manor of Medbourne had formed part of 
her marriage settlement. She had taken the veil 18 Dec., 1455, 
a month after her husband's death ; and the covenant and fine 
probably represent the conveyance of her life interest in the 
manor to her father. She died in 1466 ; her son, the fifth lord 
Scrope of Masham, in 1475. The third person mentioned was her 
brother-in-law, William Scrope, archdeacon of Durham, who died 
in 1463.

Shortly afterwards, by the usual process of grant and regrant, 
sir Thomas Chaworth entailed the manor upon his issue and right 
heirs, the persons employed for this purpose being Thomas 
Palmer of Holt, Richard Willughby, esq., and Richard Basse. 
This appears from the inquisition, taken on 16 March, after his

Close Rolls 1374-1377, p. 75. 
2/bzd. p. 257.
3De Banco roll 554, m. 278 d. 
"Ibid. m. 7. 
5De Banco roll 786, m. 67; Feet of Fines, Leices., Trin., 35 Hen. VI.
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death on 10 Feb., 1458-9. The manor was returned as held of 
Thomas, [tenth] lord de Roos, and as worth £10. The heir was 
Thomas Chaworth's son William, aged 28 and more. 1

Within a few years of this, the house of Ros lost the over- 
lordship of the manor by the forfeiture of Thomas, tenth lord, 
who was attainted in parliament, 4 Nov., 1461, for his loyalty to 
the cause of Henry VI, and was beheaded after the battle of 
Hexham. On 26 Oct., 1464, the castle, honour and lordship of 
Belvoir, together with all his other properties, were granted by 
letters patent to William, lord Hastynges, who therefore is named 
as chief lord of the manor of Medbourne in an inquisition taken 
at Market Harborough on 25 Oct., 1467. This followed the death 
of William Chaworth, knight, on 13 June in that year. On 4 
May preceding his death, he had made a grant of the manor in 
trusteeship to Robert Markeham, knight, and eight others. The 
inquisition returned that the manor was worth ten marks: the 
service by which it was held was unknown. The heir, Thomas 
Chaworth, son of William, was ten years old on 18 May, 1467. 2 
William's widow Elisabeth married again after his death ; and 
at Michaelmas 1472 she and her second husband, John Dunham, 
sued sir Robert Markeham and the other feoffees for her dower 
in Medbourne, viz., a third part of the manor, six messuages, 
100 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 200 acres of pasture and 
40s. rent. 3

On 24 Jan., 1483-4, an inquisition was taken at Lough- 
borough 011 the death of Thomas Chaworth, at which the jury 
rehearsed the entail created by his grandfather before 1458-9 and 
testified to his father's seisin of the manor. Thomas himself had 
died on 2 Feb., 1482-3. After his death, as there was no other 
legitimate son of William Chaworth, and as Thomas himself had 
apparently no male heir of his body, his kinsman Thomas, son 
of his father's younger brother John Chaworth, entered on the 
manor. This Thomas, aged 28 years and more, was recognised 
as next heir. The manor, worth 20 marks, was held of Edward 
Hastynges, knight, as of his lordship of Belvoir, service un 
known. 4 Whether the jury stated the fact of tenure correctly is 
uncertain. After the attainder of William, lord Hastynges, in

ilnq. p.m. file 173. ^De Banco roll 844, m. 250. 
2Inq. p.m. file 23. ilnq. p.m., 1 Rich. III.
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1483, Richard III had quickly restored his forfeited possessions 
to his wife and heirs; but the attainder of Thomas, lord Ros, 
had been reversed in Nov., 1483, in favour of his son and heir 
Edmund, at whose death in 1508 the barony fell into abeyance 
between his sisters. It is possible that, when the inquisition 
was taken, the last lord Ros had not yet entered into seisin of 
the honour of Belvoir.

Thomas, son of John Chaworth, remained in possession of 
the manor until his death without issue on 25 Dec., 1485 ; and 
at Michaelmas 1484, Margaret, the widow of his cousin and pre 
decessor, and her second husband Ralph Vernon, brought a plea 
of dower against him respecting her first husband's estates in 
co. Derby. 1 Here the Chaworths held the manor of Alfreton ; 
and it is in this connection that we obtain further information 
with regard to the family descent, returned at the inquisition 
taken on 20 Oct., 1486, after the death of Thomas, son of John. 
It appears from this that the manor of Alfreton was granted by 
John de Medburne, temp. Edw. Ill, by fine to Thomas, son of 
Thomas Chaworth, and his heirs begotten of his wife Joan. It 
passed from father to son until the death of Thomas, son of 
William, in the sixth generation. The jury presented, however, 
that the right of Thomas, son of John, to succeed his cousin, at 
any rate so far as regards the Derbyshire property, was un 
founded, and that he had expelled the rightful heir. The trustees 
appointed by William Chaworth in 1467 had granted the Derby 
shire manors to Thomas, son of William, in tail male, with 
successive remainders to the right heirs of William his father, 
and to those of Thomas his grandfather. It is clear that the 
inquisitions in 1483-4 disregarded the remainder clauses and 
returned in favour of the next male heir. But the entry of 
Thomas, son of John, was an intrusion upon the heritage of the 
right heir of William Chaworth, viz., his daughter Joan, wife 
of John Ormond, aged 22 and more in I486. 2 As her right, thus 
established in Derbyshire, was obviously recognised with regard 
to the manor of Medbourne, of which she and her husband were 
seised in 1499 and 1502, 3 what was true of Alfreton and other 
manors was also true of Medbourne.

iDe Banco roll 890, m. 63. ^De Banco roll 949, m. 249; 961, m. 276. 
2Inq. p.m., 2 Hen. VII.
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Joan Ormond's inheritance descended to her three daughters, 
Elisabeth, wife of sir Anthony Babington of Dethick, co. Derby, 
Anne, wife of William Mering, and Joan, first wife of Thomas 
Dinan of Eythorpe, co. Bucks. 1 Anne Meryng, at Easter 1519, 
brought a plea against Thomas Godman of Medbourne, husband 
man, for breaking her close at Medbourne. 2 The right of 
Elisabeth Babington descended to her son Thomas, as appears 
from a deed enrolled on the Michaelmas roll of common pleas in 
1544, and dated 18 Oct., in connection with a fine of £10 given 
to the king by Barnard Babyngton, gent., for licence to agree 
with John Chaworth, knight, and Thomas Babyngton, esq., in 
a plea of covenant concerning a moiety of the manor of Med 
bourne and of property in messuages, land and rent in Med 
bourne, Burton Overy, Welham, Slawston, Tugby, Skeffington 
and Thorpe Langton. 3

The descent of the manor thus obtained may be stated in the 
following pedigree. As in the case of the Scropes of Bolton, the 
connection of Medbourne with the Chaworths involved no strong 
personal tie. As the family history of the Scropes is centred in 
Yorkshire, that of the Chaworths belongs mainly to Nottingham 
shire ; and, among the feoffees to whom they demised the manor 
of Medbourne from time to time, some of the principal were 
Nottinghamshire friends and neighbours. It may also be noted 
that, among the manors held by John Boyvyle (of Stockerston) 
and mentioned in 1477 after his death, was that of Medbourne. 
His'widow was seised in dower of the manors of Cranoe and 
Slawston, with reversion to his daughters Margaret and Anne, 
and to Edward Cockayn, son of his daughter Elisabeth. 4 How 
Boyvyle could be said to hold the manor of Medbourne it is 
difficult to say, unless by some temporary enfeoffment of which 
we have no record. No certain pedigree of Chaworth can be 
made out from our documents before the end of the reign of 
Edward III, but thanks to G.E.C.'s Complete Peerage we 
are able to give the descent of the Chaworths who figure in our 
pages from William de Chaurces [Chaworth] who held one 
knight's fee in Medburn under William de Albiniaco of Belvoir 
in 12?5/6. [Book of Fees I, p. 518.]

iThoroton, Notts., ed. Throshy. T, 199. 'Common Pleas roll 1123, m. 562. 
^Common Pleas roll 1024, m. 367. 4De Banco roll 862, m. 112.
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William de Chaurces = Alice, dau. of Robert Alfreton, of
Book of Fees, I, p. 518, held one fee 

in Medburn under William de 
Aubeny, of Belvoir, in 1235-6.

Norton, co. Derby, and co-heir of 
her brother, Thomas Alfreton.

Thomas de Chaurces =

Thomas de Chaurces = Joan, 
summoned to Parliament, 6 Feb. 1298-9 
by writ directed " Thome de Chaworth." 

died before 20 Oct. 1315.

William Chaworth =

iChThomas Chaworth = Alice ? sister of John Houby, 

Will dated 6 Nov. 1347.

Thomas Chaworth, kt. = Jane, dau. of Geoffrey Luttrell. 

died 1370/1.

I 
Joan, widow of = Thomas Chaworth, kt. = Margaret = Wm. de Spaigne,

Richard de la
Pole, kt.

1st wife of
Thomas.

of Boston. 
2nd husband of 

Margaret.

William Chaworth, kt. = Alice, dau. and heir of

died v.p.

born about 1352. 
had livery of his grandfather's lands,

13 June, 1373. 
Will proved 5 Jan. 1398/9.

John Caltofte, kt.

Thomaa Chaworth, kt. = Isabel, dau. and in her issue heir of
Thomas Aylesbury, kt.

died 17 Feb. 1458/9. of Wiverton, co. Notts.

I
John Chaworth = (i) William Chaworth, kt. = Elizabeth, dau. and co-

born about 1431. 
Thomas Chaworth. died 13 June, 1467.
born about 1455. 

died s.p. 25 Dec. 1485.

heir of Nicholas Bowett, 
of Repinghall.

Ralph Vernon = Margaret, dau. = Thomas Joan = John Ormond. 
2nd husband. of John, 2nd Chaworth.

earl of born 18 May, 1457. 
Shrewsbury. died s.p. 2 Feb. 

____________ 1482/3.

Joan = Thomas Dinan. Elisabeth = Anthony Anne = William
Babington, kt. Mering.



II— THE ADVOWSON

The advowson of the church of Medbourne was in the hands 
of the Crown until the reign, at any rate, of Henry II, and its 
history belongs to that of the Crown property and Kirkby 
inheritance. In 1237 the abbot of Owston put in a claim, at a 
vacancy of the church, to present a clerk, on the ground that 
Henry II had given the advowson to the abbot and convent in 
frankalmoin, in recognition of the entertainment which he had 
received at the monastery. The gift was not to take effect until 
the death of the existing rector, Thomas Griffin, when the abbot 
and convent were free to enter upon the church and convert it to 
their own uses. Henry II's charter was confirmed by Richard 
I, during whose reign Griffin continued in occupation. The 
canons apparently neglected to safeguard their position by 
obtaining a confirmation from John ; for, when Griffin eventually 
died, soon after the death of John, they found their presen 
tation barred by the papal legate Gualo, who issued a mandate 
for the admission of Colin or Nicholas de Breaute, brother of the 
notorious Faukes, to the rectory. Thus their right was 
ignored, and the church was acknowledged to be at the disposal 
of the Crown, represented by the official guardian of the realm. 
Nicholas de Breaute died in 1236 or early in 1237, and once more 
the canons presented a clerk. The king opposed them, claiming 
that the church was of his donation ; and, in the suit which fol 
lowed, his right was upheld, and the charter of Henry II was 
adjudged to be of no value. 1

The canons of Owston, in fact, never obtained seisin ; but 
they were certainly recognised as patrons de jure by the early 
thirteenth-century bishops of Lincoln. The institution of 
Nicholas de Breaute's proctor, by mandate of the legate, on 
Wednesday next after Palm Sunday (probably in 1216-17), is 
duly recorded in one of Hugh Wells' rolls ; 2 but in the Leicester 
Matriculus, drawn up towards 1228, there is no hint of a doubt 
as regards the patronage. The patron of the church is the abbot

Regis roll 117, m. 1. 
Hug. de Welles (C. & Y. Soc.) I, 92.
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of Owston, of the gift of Henry, sometime king : the parson is 
N. de Breaute, instituted by Gualo, sometime legate. 1 The 
dependent chapel of Holt, with its resident chaplain supplied by 
the mother church, and the chapel of Blaston, which had its own 
rector and patron, and paid a yearly tribute of five shillings to 
the church of Medbourne, do not concern us here. In April 
1237, when the abbot and convent presented one of bishop 
Grosseteste's clerks, Remy of Pocklington, to the church, he was 
instituted without question of their right to exercise patronage. 2 
The suit which followed in the king's court went against the 
abbot and convent, evidently because they had allowed their 
charter to lapse without the necessary renewal of confirmation, 
and the king presented master Boetius, a clerk of the pope, on 
30 May, 1238. 3 For the time being, however, the matter seems 
to have been compromised, and Remy of Pocklington remained 
in possession. It was not until 1252-3 that the question was 
definitely settled. Then, on 2 March, Richard I's charter of 
confirmation, including other gifts to Owston, was confirmed ; 
but the advowson of Medbourne was reserved to the Crown."

The grant of the king's rents in Medbourne to William le 
Chaundeler in 1262 makes no mention of the advowson ; but it is 
evident that the advowson was regarded as appendant to 
the rents, for, when Chaundeler made over the property 
to John de Kirkby, he assigned the advowson with it. 
This was confirmed on 26 March, 1272, when the omission of it 
from the 1262 grant was repaired. Kirkby and his heirs were 
permitted to keep the advowson, as appertaining to the said 
rents ; 5 and a presentation by the Crown, made on 27 May, 1268, 
was revoked about the same time to allow Kirkby to present
-the same person. 6

On 13 Sept., 1302, while the lands of William de Kirkeby, 
lately deceased, were in the king's hands, the Crown presented 
Robert le Venour, who was duly admitted. 7 On the partition of 
William's inheritance, the advowson appears to have been 
regarded as belonging to the share of his youngest sister, Mabel

•ilbid. I, 260.
ZRotuli R. Grosseteste (C. & Y. S'oc.), pp. 393, 395.
*Cal. Pat. Rolls 1232-1247, p. 222.
*Cal. Charter Rolls I, 420. ^Ibid. p. 232.
seal. Pat. Rolls 1266-1272, p. 639. 7Cal. Pat. Rolls 1301-1307, p. 62.
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Grymbaud. At this point, the canons of Owston renewed their 
claim, and the abbot, at Michaelmas 1306, obtained a writ of 
quod permittat against Mabel, claiming that the church was 
vacant by the death of Remy of Pocklington, some fifty years 
before, and demanding £20 damages for impediment of presen 
tation. Mabel pleaded that the church was filled by the king's 
presentee, and the bishop of Lincoln testified that Robert le 
Venour had been instituted on 25 Nov., 1302. The abbot's 
palpably weak case fell through, and Mabel remained in 
possession. 1

From Mabel Grymbaud's son Robert the advowson passed, 
with his purparty of the inheritance, to the Scropes of Bolton, 
in whose possession it remained throughout the period with which 
we are concerned. Although the presentation to the church had 
been regularly exercised by the owners of this share of the 
property, there was nevertheless the question whether, in the 
quadripartite division of William de Kirkby's inheritance, the 
co-heirs were not seised each of a share, with a right to 
successive turns of presentation. In all probability this was the 
case ; and it looks as though the other co-heirs had allowed their 
rights to fall into abeyance. At any rate, in 1542, Thomas Xevill 
of Holt claimed to present on a vacancy as heir to the second 
turn, as belonging to the Frilly share, and on the ground that, 
on 10 June, 1500, Richard Waffer or Wavere had granted this 
turn of presentation to Thomas Nevill, the claimant's grand 
father. 2 Richard Wavere was in the direct line of inheritance 
from Anne Porter, nee Prilly, whose first husband was John 
Wavere. The claim was apparently allowed ; and, in the fol 
lowing year, Thomas Nevill acquired the right to the third or 
Houby turn of presentation from Seth Lacy and Isabel his wife, 
Seth being the surviving representative of Jasper Roskyn's 
daughters, by a fine, by which he also obtained their property in 
Holt, Medbourne, Drayton, Bringhurst, Prestgrave, Great 
Easton and Blaston. 3 As the Osevile share was now merged in 
those of Prilly and Houby, Thomas Nevill became seised of 
three parts of the advowson, and the advowson of which John, 
lord Scrope, died seised in 1549, was the fourth part.

iDe Banco roll 161, m. 129.
sCommon Pleas roll 1115, m. 553.
3Feet of Fines, Leices., Hilary, 34 Hen. VIII.
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III.—THE CHURCH

As the plan of a medieval church generally developed along 
the lines laid down for it by its earliest founders, it is not unlikely 
that the earliest church at Medbourne was cruciform in plan, 
without aisles, but with transepts and possibly a low central 
tower, formed by continuing the walls of the nave upwards above 
the openings, which must have been small and narrow, into the 
transepts. This, however, is a mere conjecture, although there 
are indications which put it within the range of probability.

The church, as it stands to-day, consists of a chancel, nave 
with south aisle and south porch, north transeptal chapel, south 
transeptal chapel with eastern aisle, and west tower. No work 
in the church, even in the north wall of the nave, which is 
probably the least altered part, can be definitely said to be earlier 
tham the thirteenth century.

Somewhat later than 1250, to judge by the character of the 
old work still existing, a south aisle was added to the nave. The 
three arches and two full columns of the arcade between the nave 
and aisle have been rebuilt, and seem to be hardly faithful 
reproductions of the original work, the character of which is 
shewn by the responds or half-columns at each end of the arcade. 
The north transeptal chapel was built about the same period: 
the eastern respond of the arch which opens into it is original, 
but the western respond is of a different style and appears to be 
modern. This chapel contained one or more altars, all traces of 
which have disappeared. It was lighted by two windows in the 
east and two windows in the west wall. These are each of three 
lights, the jambs and mullions being treated very plainly, but 
having shafts on the inner faces with moulded capitals and bases. 
The capitals and bases remain for the most part, but the shafts 
are gone, and the arched heads of the windows have been cut off, 
so that they are now rectangular in shape. At the period when 
this was done, a large window in the north wall was blocked up,
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and a plain doorway inserted in the west wall. The northern 
part of the chapel is now disused, and is divided by a partition 
from the southern, which is screened off from the church and 
used as a vestry.

The history of the southern transeptal chapel is more difficult 
to read. It was clearly planned at the same time with the north 
chapel, as the responds of the arch which opens into its eastern 
aisle from the chancel are of the same character as the rest of the 
13th century work in the church. It was planned, however, on 
a larger scale than the north chapel, and I suggest that the first 
intention of the builders was to add an eastern aisle for one or 
more altars to the older transept on this side, but that their design 
was extended to a complete rebuilding of the chapel. Responds 
were made in the western part of the south chancel wall, and the 
whole lower portion of the outer walls of the chapel built as far 
as the large string-course at the level of the window-sills. This 
is of pronounced 13th century character. It will be noticed that 
it is raised to make room for the middle arch of the triple sedilia, 
which are also distinctly of the 13th century, the capitals of the 
shafts having excellent carved foliage which does not appear to 
be later than 1250. The string course is continued without a 
break in the south wall of the nave, so that the outer wall of the 
aisle must be contemporary with those of the chapel.

It seems probable that, while the south aisle and south 
transeptal chapel were set out first and completed up to a certain 
height, the north transeptal chapel was the first completed 
addition to the church. The south aisle and south chapel were 
not finished until the 14th century, their completion seeming to 
lie about 1320-35. The old south transept probably was left 
while the new walls were built round it. The octagonal columns 
of the arcade of three bays between the chapel and its eastern aisle 
evidently stand on pieces of an old wall, which have been roughly 
shaped to form continuations of the bases. We may conclude 
that these columns, the details of which are of the beginning of 
the 14th century or rather earlier, were built up in the east wall 
of the old transept. The small responds from which the arches 
spring at either end agree in character with the earlier work, 
but the grotesque figures on which they are corbelled out were 
not carved until the chapel was finished. The whole upper



MEDBOURNE CHURCH—SEDHIA IN EAST AISU3 OF SOUTH TRANSEPT

MEDBOURNE CHURCH—SOUTH TRANSEPT WITH EAST AISLE



THE MANOR AND ADVOWSON OF MEDBOURNE 13!

portion of the chapel, including the graceful arches and the 
arch from the eastern aisle into the chancel, was certainly not 
built until the 14th century. The three-light window in the 
east wall, and the original portions of the noble five-light window 
in the south wall, have characteristics of tracery and moulding 
which would be unusual at a date earlier than 1320, and the 
" wave " moulding which appears in the arches is of the same 
date. The piscina in the east wall and the fine tomb-recess in the 
south wall may be assigned to the same time, although the 
cusping of the recess appears to be a few years earlier than the 
windows and arches. The arched almery in the east wall, which 
is rebated for a door, may have been made when the lower 
portion of the wall was built. The old south transept would not 
have been removed until the new work was ready for roofing : 
the arches would have been turned in the old east wall, which 
would serve as a convenient centering for them. The northern 
most of the three arches is set rather awkwardly upon the respond 
which carries it—a sign that some interval elapsed between the 
making of the respond and the arch. The south doorway of the 
nave, with its row of ball-flower in a hollow moulding, is also 
of the early part of the fourteenth century.

The date of the western tower appears to be c. 1380—1400, to 
judge by the buttresses and window tracery. At the same time 
a north doorway was made, which is now blocked. The window 
in the north wall belongs to the middle of the 14th century, and 
it is likely that the whole north wall of the nave was reconstructed 
at one or other of these periods.

The chancel was entirely rebuilt in 1876, with the exception 
of the arch into the south chapel. The chancel arch appears to 
be partly old and of the 13th century. The transeptal chapels 
remained till recently as they were left after repairs which may 
be attributed to the 17th century, and the north transeptal chapel, 
with some improvement, still shews the character of these repairs. 
The arch and tracery of the large window in the south chapel 
were taken out, and the gable filled in with boarding. The 
window has now been restored, the decayed mullions made good, 
and the head filled with tracery of early 14th century character. 
The east wall of this chapel, which threatened ruin, has been 
rebuilt and provided with new buttresses. The south window of 
the east aisle is a 15th century insertion.
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The font, of an interesting design with angle-shafts, is of 
the 13th century, probably c. 1250. In the south chapel is a 
good 13th century coffin slab, and a fragment of another. The 
effigy of a priest, in the tomb recess in the south wall, is of un 
certain date, and hardly seems to fit its present position. It may 
have been removed from a tomb in the chancel now destroyed. 
Marks remain in the columns of the screens which fenced the 
altar or altars in the east aisle from the chancel and the western 
part of the chapel. No record is left of any chantry in the church, 
but it is to be noted that in 1526, when a very full list of clergy 
in the diocese of Lincoln was made for the purposes of a subsidy, 
there were two stipendiary chaplains in the parish, in addition 
to the rector. One of these, however, may have been the 
parochial chaplain hired by a non-resident rector, and the other 
the priest who served Holt chapel.

The south porch appears to have been built in the 18th 
century.
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Appendix

Lay Subsidy 133—25. 4 Richard II, 1381. Poll Tax. Medburn.
From Walter Godson and Sarra, his wife, carpenter, 2s.

„ Robert Parker and Isabell, his wife, holder of land 2s!
„ Walter Herberd and Malyn, his wife, „ 2s!
„ John Suldrop and Alice, his wife, cottage holder 18d!
„ John Patrick and Amice, his wife, holder of land 2s. 6d.
„ Walter Attewell and Amice, his wife, „ 2s. 6d.
„ John Dode and Emma, his wife, „ 2s.
„ Robert Prestgrave and Amice, his wife, skinner 2s.
„ Robert Perer and Agnes, his wife, holder of land 2s.
„ Richard Attomedon and Emma, his wife, „ 2s.
„ Thomas Milner and Amice, his wife, miller 2s.
„ Robert Sckynner and Alice, his wife, skinner 2s. 6d.
„ John Clerk and Agnes, his wife, holder of land 2s. 6d.
„ Thomas Medon and Elena, his wife, 2s. 6d.
„ Peter Brome and Isabell, his wife, 2s.
,, Thomas Taylor and Alice, his wife, 2s.
„ Robert Valor and Emma, his wife, 2s.
„ Walter Herberd and Cicely, his wife, 2s. 6d!
„ Walter Vales and Amice, his wife, 2s.
,, John Mauson and Amice, his wife, mason 2s.
„ Walter Medon and Emma, his wife, skinner 2s.
„ Robert Cup" and Alice, his wife, holder of land 2s. 6d.
„ William Cade and Emma, his wife, „ 2s. 6d.
„ Hugh Manton and Christiana, his wife, „ 2s.
,, John Steffanson and Emma, his wife, ,, 2s.

Richard Valden and Elena, his wife, holder of land in fee, 3s.
Thomas Beryonby and Margery, his wife, butcher 2s.
William S'chepherd and Alice, his wife, shepherd 2s.
Hugh Valden and Felicia, his wife, holder of land 2s.
John Smyth and Amice, his wife, 2s.
John Broke and Edyn, his wife, 4s. 6d.
Robert Manton and Isolda, his wife, 2s.
William Belton and Emma, his wife, 2s.
John Beryonby and Amice, his wife, 2s. 6d.
Thomas Steven and Alice, his wife, 2s.
William Swon and Agnes, his wife, 2s.
Thomas Robynet and Amice, his wife, 2s.
Henry Humberston and Elena, his wife, 2s.
Peter Manton and Alice, his wife, 2s.
Robert Weston, servant, 12d.
Hugh Hemyton and Amice, his wife, franklyn 6s.
Richard Brentyngthorp and Amice his wife, servant 13d.
William Schynner and Emma, his wife, labourer 2s.
Hugh Copsy and Elena, his wife, cottager 12d.
William Stephan and Katherine, his wife, „ 12d.
Robert Cade and Diota, his wife, labourer 2s.
Geoffrey Scheffyngton and Alice, his wife, cottager 12d.
Thomas Persere, servant, 6d.
Ralph Corser, servant, 6d.
Alice Corser, cottager, 12d.
Helena Attehall, servant, 6d.
Hugh Cade, servant, 6d.
Robert Walden, servant, 6d.



134 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

From Thomas Dawkyn, servant, 6d.
Richard Smyth, servant, 6d.
Robert Nele, servant, 6d.
Agnes Wales, cottager, 12d.
Geoffrey Norton, servant, 6d.
Agnes Welford. cottager, 6d.
John Walkeyn, servant, 6d.
Amice Herberd, cottager, 6d.
John Schepherd, servant, 6d.
Alice Walden, cottager, 6d.
Richard Helow, belman, 6d. 

Sum of persons 110. Sum 110 shillings.

Chancery Inquisitions post mortem, Edward III. File 244, 1375.
Inquisition taken at Leicester 2nd June, 49 Edward III. The 

jurors say that Edmund de Fretheby, chivaler, held of the king in 
chief the 4th part of the 20th part of a knight's fee in the vill of 
Medburn, co. Leicester, worth in the rents of the free tenants there 
10s. yearly. And he held the manor of Houby, in the county afore 
said, of the gift and feoff ment of Robert de Melton, jointly with 
Margaret, his wife, as yet living, to themselves and to the heirs 
males issuing of their bodies, in default to remain to the right heirs 
of the said Edmund. The said manor is held of Katherine, lady of 
Thurstanton, by knight service. The said manor is worth £20 
yearly. (Also the lands, etc., referred to in the Inquisition of 17 
Richard II.) The said Edmund died on Monday next after the 
feast of the Apostles Philip and James last past. John, son of the 
said Edmund, is his next heir, who is aged 7 weeks.

Chancery Inquisitions post mortem, Richard II. File 80. 
3rd Jan., A.D. 1393-94.

Writ to the escheator in the county of Leicester to inquire 
what lands Matilda and Elizabeth, sisters and heirs of John de 
Fretheby, son and heir of Edmund de Fretheby, deceased, held 
in chief, whilst they were under age and in the king's custody, 
who have died.

Inquisition taken at Leicester on Saturday next before the feast 
of the Epiphany, 17 Richard II. The jurors say that the 4th part 
of the 20th part of a knight's fee in the vill of Medburn, held of the 
king in chief by knight service, is worth 10s. yearly; 8d. of yearly 
rent of 9 acres of land which John Edward holds for life in Draiton 
by Brynghurst, and are held of the heir of Ralph Basset of Weldon; 
19s. of yearly rent issuing from 20 acres of land and meadow and 
the moiety of a dovecote in Brynghurst, which Richard Colyn and 
Alice, his wife, and John their son formerly held, and Thomas Corby 
now holds, and are held of the heir of the said Ralph by the sen-ice of 
id. yearly; and 8s. of yearly rent issuing from 9 acres of land which 
John Wakleyne lately held for the life of Agnes, his wife, in the 
same vill are held of the heir of the said Ralph by the service of 
Id. yearly; and 3s. rent issuing from a messuage and 5 acres cf 
land which John Billyng holds in the same vill are held of the heir 
of the said Ralph by the service of id. yearly, came to the king 
who now is and in his hand now are by the death of the same Edmund 
Fretheby.
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The said Elizabeth died on Sunday next after the Purification, 
2 Richard II, and the said Matilda died on Monday next after the 
feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross in the same year.

Anketil Houby is kinsman and heir of the said Matilda and 
Elizabeth, viz., son of Alice, daughter of Anketil, brother of Gilbert, 
father of Agnes, mother of Edmund named in the writ, father of 
the said Matilda and Elizabeth, and is aged 30 years and more.

L. T. R. Memoranda Roll, Mich., 37 Henry VIII, (No. 320),
roll 68.

Common things of Mich., 37 Henry VIII, 1545.
RECORDA.

LEICESTER. Be it remembered that, whereas it was lately found in a 
certain roll of estreats, fines and issues of the Bench, of Mich., 
term, 36 Henry VIII, that Bernard Babyngton, gentleman, made a 
fine with the same king for licence to agree with John Chaworthe, 
knight, and Thomas Babyngton, esquire, of a plea of covenant 
touching the moiety of the manor of Medbome, amongst other 
things, in co. Leicester. And because the manor is held of the king 
in chief and it appears to the king that the alienation by the fine 
aforesaid was made without obtaining the king's licence, it is 
adjudged by the Barons that the said Bernard be summoned to show 
wherefore the said moiety should not be seized, etc.

And now, to wit, at the octaves of St. Michael the said Thomas 
Babyngton, by Edward Bowland, his attorney, comes here, and says 
that at the time the said fine was levied, and long before and con 
tinuously afterwards, and there yet are two several manors ; one known 
by the name of the manor of Medburn; and another manor, whereof 
the moiety contained in the fine was part; and that at the time of 
the fine John, Lord Scrope of Bolton, Thomas Nevyle, esquire, and 
Seth Lacye, esquire, were and yet are seised of the manor of Med 
burn whereof the escheator makes mention, and that manor they 
held of the king in chief by knight service; and that the said John 
Chaworthe and Thomas Babyngton at the time of the fine were 
seised of the moiety specified in the fine, and that moiety they 
held of Henry, earl of Rutland, as of his castle of Beaver, by the 
service of the fourth part of a knight's fee and rent of 2s. 6d. And 
the said John and Thomas so being seised, the said fine was levied 
on the morrow of All Souls, 36 Henry VIII, and by that fine the 
same Bernard granted the said moiety to the said Thomas and to 
the heirs begotten of his body, in default to remain to the heirs of 
the body of Elizabeth Babyngton, then deceased, late the wife ff 
Anthony Babyngton, and mother of the said Thomas, lawfully 
begotten, in default to remain to the right heirs of the said Elizabeth 
(the fine is here recited at length). By pretext of which said fine 
Thomas Babyngton was and yet is seised of the said moiety in the 
said fine specified. Denies that the moiety specified in the fine 
is held of the king, all which things the said Thomas Babyngton 
is ready to verify, and he asks for judgment.

On the quindene of Easter Thomas Babyngton made default. 
Therefore it was adjudged by the Barons here that the plea of the 
said Thomas be discontinued. Order to the sheriff to summon the 
said Thomas to be here on the octaves of S't. Michael, 38 Henry 
VIII,at which day the sheriff did not return the writ. Therefore, 
etc., as is contained in the Memoranda of King Edward VI, amongst 
the records of Trinity term. Therefore let not execution be further 
made here.
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